


M a c N e w s 



Magic S/W 
Announces 
Backmatic! 

Magic Software, publisher of AutoSave 
//, announces Backmatic ... a Macintosh 
backup software with a twist. 

Backmatic, as its name implies, allows 
you to backup your Macintosh h^d disk 
automatically. Unlike every other backup 
software for the Mac, Backmatic is an 
INTT file. In the System Folder, it auto¬ 
matically installs itself when the Macin¬ 
tosh is powered up. Once installed, Back¬ 
matic will automatically prompt you to 
backup your hard disk when you shut 
down your Macintosh. Which file or fold¬ 
ers to backup is totally configurable using 
the Control Panel dedi accessory. 

Backmatic works on the Plus, SE, SE/ 
30, n, IIx, and Hex and costs US$99.95. 
For more information, contact Magic 
Software at 1602 Cascio Dr. Bellevue, 
NE, 68005. □ 


Keyboard Co¬ 
medy Introdu¬ 
ces The Com¬ 
puter Comic! 

Keyboard Comedy, maker of computer 
comedy software for the IBM-PC and 
compatibles introduces a US$24.95 Mac¬ 
intosh version called The Computer Com¬ 
ic, 

The Computer Comic is a Macintosh 
program that displays jokes in a pop-up 
window and can be called up from any 
application. It will return die user to that 
application exactly where he left it when 
he has enough laughs. 

The jokes in The Computer Comic are 
all new, never before published, creations 
of Hollywood’s top writers and are tail¬ 
ored for Macintosh users. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact Keyboard Comedy at 
619-450-9305. □ 


Macintoshes to 
Help Build US 
Space Station! 

Macintoshes will help build the U.S. 
Space Station in the 1990s. Apple Com¬ 
puter Iqc., recently announced diat it has 
won a contract to supply McDonnell 
Douglas Corporations’s Space Systems 
Company (SSC) with 1000 Macintosh 
Hex computers. The SSC is one of 
NASA’s contractor for the U.S. Space 
Station that is scheduled to be launched 
in the 1990s. 

The SSC contract win follows in the 
heel of another Apple contract with the 
National Air and Space Administration 
(NASA) to supply up to 2500 Macintosh¬ 
es to the NASA Johnson 
Space Center in Hous¬ 
ton, Texas. 

Source: MacWorld 
•December 1989. □ 

























Mini Review 


Culture 1.0: 

HyperCarding 

Through 

Western 

Civilization 


[This article was first published in the 
AMUG News, the newsletter of the Arizo¬ 
na Macintosh Users Group (AMUG), PO 
Box 28120, Tempe, Arizona 85282.] 

During his performances the famous 
nineteenth-century violinist Paganini 
would please audiences by taking a pair 
of scissors and snipping three of the four 
strings of his instrument. With the re¬ 
maining string, he then would play the 
rollicking tune “Witches* Brew”. S^ta- 
tors, of course, were enamored by his vir¬ 
tuosity. Walter Reinhold’s Culture 1.0: 
the HyperMedia Guide to Western Civili¬ 
zation: also is a kind of virtuoso perfor¬ 
mance. Mr. Reinhold’s instrument is 
Macintosh’s HyperCard; 
his score is Western cul¬ 
ture. 

If for a moment we think 
in terms of units in a hu¬ 
manities text, then culture 
spans the time period 400 
to 1988 in six chapters: 

Middle Ages, Renaissance, 

Baroque, Classic, Romantic 
and 20th Century, hi addi¬ 
tion, there are three supple¬ 
ments: Biblical History, 

Greco-Roman and Cultural 
Almanac. These are the 
standard headings we’d ex¬ 
pect to see in and interdisciplinary text. 
Culture is both better and not as good as 
the best humanities book. I will explain 
this contradictory statement, but first my 
outright opinion of the program can be 
expressed in one word: excellent. 

Culture users—whether teachers or 
students—will appreciate 
the sheer excellence of 
scholarship and re¬ 
search. The prose 
style is engaging and 
interesting. Nh*. Rein¬ 


hold has a sense of humor and a gift for 
anecdote that he effectively employs to 
enliven his discussions of history, ideas, 
music and art. The Paganini story above 
is but one example. 



Culture does not take a ‘trivial pursuit’ 
approach to studying culture. To die con¬ 
trary, 30 general introductory essays and 
59 period essays on famous peo¬ 
ple, events and aspects of West¬ 
ern civilization insure a much 
broader view. Two excellent fea¬ 
tures of the progr^ are the 
abundant cross-references and 
“Smart Paths”. Any name or top¬ 
ic that is printed in bold can be 
cross-referenced by clicking the 
mouse. This feature is so at- ^ 
tractive that I found myself 
on elongated and enjoyable 
tangents into subjects like 
Carolingian art and Celtic lit¬ 
erature. These may not be 
your forte either, but Culture 
has a way of opening unexplored doors. 

An extremely attractive feature of Cul¬ 
ture is “Smart Paths”. Using the pro¬ 
gram’s data, this attribute allows you to 
build your own exploratory network. Im¬ 
agine having in front of you a great pile 
of art, history and music 
books each with several 
bookmarks. Culture not 
only lets you flash from one 
bookmark to another, it al¬ 
lows you to link, record and 
save your references. You 
can return to, alter or omit 
your personal Smart Path 
whenever you would like. 


More than words on a 
screen. Culture is a multi- 
media package. It features 
over 200 graphics of peo¬ 
ple, places and works of art 
and 75 melodies of famous 
composers. Logical card layout and well 
designed icons allow ease and rapidity 
for moving through the vast program. As 
Mr. Reinhold mentions, what is really 
needed by a cultural explorer is nothing 
less than the wonder of curiosity. 

Criticisms are few, but I will mention a 
couple. They have more to do with the 
nature of the medium, namely a comput¬ 
er, than with the program’s content. Mo¬ 
net’s Sunrise in black and white pixels 
certainly would not give the novice an 
idea of the artist’s style or intent. Some of 


the musical compositions sound like a 
belching computer; others come across 
remarkably well. Beethoven’s “Ode to 
Joy”, I listened to several times; once was 
enough for Wagner’s Ride of iho Valky¬ 
rie. In short, personal computers have yet 
to catch up with the quality of high reso¬ 
lution television or compact disc record¬ 
ings. Of the general categories that are 
explored in the pro¬ 
gram—^history, art, liter¬ 
ature and music—the 
latter is given the most 
air time. Understand 
that Mr. Reinhold is a 
renowned musicologist. 


Culture 1.0: 
it’s fun; 
it’s educa¬ 
tional. I 


□ 


recommen 
d it. Cul¬ 
ture 1.0 
costs 

US$195.00. Presently the package con¬ 
sists of seven 800K diskettes; more are 
forthcoming. Running Culture requires 
HyperCard 1.2 or better, a Macintosh 
with 1 MB Ram or more, and a hard disk 
with at least 5 MBs of free disk space. 
For further information including a Site 
License Agreement, call (201) 232-4333. 

Reviewed by George Dunham, Profes¬ 
sor of Humanities, College of Education, 
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 
85281-191LU 


■ Moving? 
Don't forget 
to let us know! 
Send address 
changes to: 

NCMCMembershlp 
P.O. BOXS685, Station “F” 
Ottawa, ON, K2C3M1 
CANADA 















































































































S/W Watch 


Below please find a listing of the latest 
Macintosh software upgrades recently an¬ 
nounced by their publishers. Wherever 
possible, die cost for the upgrade is also 
listed. This list is sorted alphabetically by 
software name. 


Software Name 

Version 

CostUSS 

4th Dimension 

2.0 

$80.00 

AccuText 

1.1 

$10.00 

Aldus Persuasion 

2.0 

$75.00 

Control 

US 

Bpee 

FAXstf 

2iD 

$4M5 

Finale 

1.2 

Free 

Grafpoint 

2.0 

$25.00 


Software Name 

Version 

CostUSS 

Insparation 

2.0 

$5.00 

JetLink Express 

1.01 

Free 

MacReeorder 

ZJd 

$moo 

Madnstcritostaiter 

. 2-0 

$25i)0 

Music Publisher 

2.0.3 

Free 

Nisus 

2.0 

Free 


Ul 


Fersond <Mf Stm- 

2M 

Wpse 

(QuarkXPress 

2.11 

Free 

(Quicken 

1.5 

$19.95 

Rcad-ltOCR 

2.1 

$29.00 

Shanghai 

2.0 

$13,00 

SmaitForm 



Assistant 

1.1 

Free 


Software Name 

Version 

CostUSS 

Designer 

1.1 

Free 

Snap 

3.1 

Free 

Si^ellwell 

2.1 

$25,00 




with GlueNotes 

2.1 

$45.00 

Synchronicity 

2.0 

$5.00 

Te:«tPeji 

3,01 

Free 

Timbuidu 

3-0 

$40,00 

Turbosynth 

2.0 

$35.00 

Virex 

2.0 

$15.00 

WmgK 

1.1 

$30,00 


Source: MacUser»December 1989 and 
MacWorld*NovemberlDecember 1989. □ 
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I Tips I News 


Apple to 
Release the 
Mac Ilxi and 
another CPU 
in Spring'90 

The buzz around the Macintosh uni¬ 
verse is that Apple is planning for a ma¬ 
jor Spring 1990 product introduction of¬ 
fensive. 

It now seems that Apple will release a 
CPU called the Mac Ilxi in March or 
April next year. When released, the Mac 
Ilxi will include the long awaited System 
7.0 Macintosh Operating System soft¬ 
ware. 

A few months after that, Apple is ex¬ 
pected to announce another un-named 
CPU based around the 16 MHz Motorola 
68030 microprocessor. This CPU will be 
directed for the low-end market and will 
feature a much simplified electronics 
from the existing Mac Hex. 

Another rumor states that Apple is 
readying a Motorola 60840 microproces¬ 
sor based Macintosh. No date on the re¬ 
lease of this machine yet. □ 


In order to copy a file from 
one folder to another folder on 
the same disk drive, hold down 
the <Option> key while drag¬ 
ging the file to the desired folder. The file 
will be copied to the that folder instead of 
moved to that folder. 

To rebuild the desktop file on 
any hard disk or floppy disk, 
simply hold down the 
<Command> and the <C)ption> 
key together while the disk drive is 
mounting (ie., before you insert the flop¬ 
py disk or boot up the Mac) and a dialog 
box asking you to confirm the operation 
will appear. Click OK and the desktop 
file, which is an invisible file, will be re¬ 
built. This procedure is useful when your 
desktop file gets to big, especially on 
hard disks. There is one desktop file per 
disk drive to store the Finder’s book¬ 
keeping information such as icons, get 
info iirformation, etc. When the desktop 
file is rebuilt, information on deleted files 
are purged reducing the size of the destop 
file. 

To eject the floppy disk from 
disk drive number 1, press 
<Command> <Shift> <1> simul¬ 
taneously. <Conimand> <Shift> 
<2> will eject the floppy disk from disk 
drive num^r 2 and <Command> <Shift> 
<0> will eject the floppy disk from disk 
drive numto 3 (which can only be found 
on 2 floppy Macintosh SEs with an exter¬ 
nal disk drive). □ 





SAM Updated! 

Symantec recently announced an up¬ 
date for its SAM software package. SAM 
1.2 recognizes, protects against, and elim¬ 
inates the Mac virus, Jude. The Jude virus 
was discovered recently in Switzerland 
and is a clone of the common nVIR B vi¬ 
rus. The name was changed from nVIR to 
Jude, but otherwise the two viruses are 
identical. 

In addition to protecting against the 
Jude virus, SAM 1.2 will properly repair 
a 6.0.4 System file infected by Scores, 
another Mac virus, so that the file is no 
longer damaged and can be used again. 
SAM 1.2 will be available Dec 6, 1989. 
Subscribers to Symantec’s Update Sub¬ 
scription Service for SAM will automati¬ 
cally receive SAM 1.2 free of charge. 
Customers who purchase SAM 1.1 on or 
after Dec 1, 1989 and return their regis¬ 
tration card and dated sales receipt to Sy¬ 
mantec will also receive 1.2 free. 

All registered SAM users will receive 
a 1.2 up^te mailing from Symantec. Us¬ 
ers who purchased SAM 1.1 prior to Dec 
1,1989 can also order the update for US$ 
15.00 (+ shipping & sales 
tax) through Symantec’s 
Customer Service de¬ 
partment at 8(X)-441- 
7234 outside CA or 
800-626-8847 inside 
CA.Q 



















































MacWorld'90 


The following 195)0 MacWorld Expo 
schedule has been announced by Mitch 
Hall Associates: 

1) San Francisco 1990: 

The 1990 San Francisco MAC¬ 
WORLD Expo will be held Wednes¬ 
day - Friday, 11th - 13th, April 1990 
at the Moscone Center and at the 
Brooks Hall Civic Auditorium. 

2) Boston 1990: 

The 1990 Boston MACWORLD Expo 
will be held Thursday - Saturday, 9th - 
11th, August 1990 at the Bayside 
Expo Center and at the World Trade 
Center. 


3) Britain 1990: 

The 1990 Britain MACWORLD Expo 
will be held Tuesday - Thursday, 23rd 

- 25th January 1990. 

4) Melbourne 1990: 

The 1990 Melbourne, Australia MAC¬ 
WORLD Expo will be held Thursday 

- Saturday, 7th - 9th June 1990. 

For more information, please contact: 

MACWORLD Expo 
Mitch Hall Associates 
260 Milton Street 
Dedham, MA, 02026 
USA 

Source: MacWorld'November 7959.0 


Aboutthe 
NCMC Update 

Uie NCMC Updau is a bi-monthly pub¬ 
lication of the Maticmai Coital Macin¬ 
tosh Chtb (NCMO andis published be- 
twoenWCAfC Butletws. 

Membexsbip in the NCMC includes a 
subscripdon to die NCMC Update. 

Direct all ctsrrapmidence to: 
NCMC 

P.O, Box 5685, Station ’P” 
atawa,ON,K2C3Ml 

NCMC Mormation Line: 
:613-236-NCMC_ 

NCMC TeloConiputing Services 
(NCMC-TCS): 
615-233-NCMC 

24 hrs/day, 7 days/week, 3^2400 baud 

The opinimjs expressed In the NCMC Up¬ 
date me those ^ the authors and do not 
necessary reflect those of the NCMC, its 
metnbas, or its Executive. 

The NCMC Update is laid out using 
Ready, Set, Qo! 4.5 on a Macintosh Ilex, 
and print^ tat the Lasarwrita- H NT. 

President - Cliff Crabe 
Vice President - Beatrice Beaubien 
Treasurer - Bill Hooper 
Secretary * Sue Rosenian 
Program Directw - John Altorio 
Software Librarian - Abdall^ Abi-A^ 
NCMC-TCS Sysop - Ihil Smy 

NCMC UpdkPX Editmr - Bam Liem 
613-225-5209 


Next Meeting 


The January 1990 General Meeting of the National Capital Macintosh Club 
(NCMC) will be held as follows: 

• Date: Monday, 22nd January 1990 

• Agenda: 7:(X) PM - PD Software Market 

7:30 PM-What’s New! 

8:(X) PM - Demo No. 1 

8:30 PM - This Month’s PD Software Demo 

8:45 PM - Break 

9:00 PM - Demo No. 2 

• Place: Sir Robert Borden High School Cafeteria 

131 Greenhank Rd. (South of Baseline Rd.), Ottawa 

Call 236-NCMC for any last minute changes to the meeting time & date! 


NCMC Update 
P.O. Box 5685, Station “F” 
Ottawa, ON, K2C3M1 
CANADA 




V. 


Apple BC Computer 'Soerety 

c/o Elaine McAndrew 
P.O. Box 80569 
Burnaby BC V5H 3X9 



I ^ A 

S ^ 


Address Correction Requested! 


NCMC Information Line: 236-NCMC 
NCMC Telecomputing Services: 233-NCMC 


















